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Speaker: Prof. Monica Driscoll

Title: Neurons Put Out the Trash: Modeling Aggregate and Organelle Transfer via Huge Extracellular 

Vesicles in a Living Nervous System

Abstract: 

To be updated

Biography:

Monica Driscoll received her A. B. degree in Chemistry from Douglass College in 1979 and earned a PhD in 

Biochemistry and Molecular Biology at Harvard University in 1985, studying molecular and genetic regulation of gene 

expression in a yeast model system. She pursued postdoctoral studies in the lab of Dr. Martin Chalfie at Columbia 

University, where she began her work on the simple animal model C. elegans, focusing on deciphering molecular 

mechanisms of mechanotransduction and necrotic neuronal degeneration. She joined the faculty of the Department 

of Molecular Biology and Biochemistry at Rutgers University in 1991, where she is currently appointed as a 

Distinguished Professor.  Her lab now studies the basic biology of aging with a focus molecular mechanisms of 

healthspan extension via genetic, chemical, and exercise interventions. Neuronal proteostasis and anti-

neurodegeneration mechanisms are also major research interests. Monica was elected to the National Academy of 

Sciences in 2023.
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